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Welcome to the February edition of our newsletter. We are rapidly
approaching the half-term break, marking the mid-way point in
the academic year. There are many positive messages to be shared
and a few reminders to help keep our school running as smoothly
as possible. Please read this letter carefully and feel free to ask any
further questions. Many thanks for your ongoing support.
Mr A Tierney, Head teacher.
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Congratulations to Jo Lomas, our School Business Officer, who was nominated for a ‘School
Superhero’ award recently. Jo won a prize for our school, and a much-deserved prize for herself. Well done Jo!
ALLERGIES

Please note: we have a number of children with allergies in our school. Some of these
allergies may trigger an anaphylactic reaction, requiring urgent medical attention. We ask all
parents and carers to ensure that no nut or nut-based products are brought into school in any
form. This includes packed lunches and end of school treats. We also have a child with a
severe allergy to sesame - please take care to check any contents of food sent into school.
Many thanks
PLEASE: NO NUTS, NUT-BASED PRODUCTS OR SESAME-BASED PRODUCTS IN SCHOOL.

Punctuality
Registration for school is at 8:50am. Children should therefore be on site at this time unless there are
unavoidable circumstances. The start of the school day is important as children get settled into their
routines and into learning. Children who arrive once other pupils are in class can take longer to settle.
Children who arrive once registration closes are required to sign in at the school office and provide a
reason for their lateness. Some reasons or a lack of reason will result in an ‘unauthorised late mark’.
Absences
If your child is ill or unable to attend school for another reason, please inform the school office as soon
as you are able on each day of absence. This helps us to ensure we have accounted for all children
and avoids office staff spending time contacting parents for confirmation of absence. Thank you.
World Book Day
World Book Day is on Thursday 7th March this year. Children (and
adults!) are welcome to come to school dressed as their favourite book
character. There will be a variety of book-based activities on offer during
the day.
Term-time absences & Penalty notices
A reminder to parents and carers that the law makes it clear that a headteacher should not grant
approval for any leave of absence during term-time, including holidays, unless there are exceptional
circumstances. Full details of the criteria for exceptional circumstances may be found on our website
at www.burbage.derbyshire.sch.uk/parents/leave-absence-information/ The Local Authority may
issue a penalty notice for an unauthorised term-time absence. Please note, penalty notices are not
issued by, or received by, school and school does not benefit financially from these fines.
Caretaking changes
A warm welcome to Wendy Higginbottom who has recently commenced her new role as our
‘afternoon caretaker’ Les Herridge will continue his role in the mornings only from now on.
Admissions

Contact details

We currently have spaces in our Year 1 cohort.
Telephone 01298 22278 Twitter
If you are aware of anyone who is looking for a
@BurbagePrimary Facebook (Burbage Primary
school place in this year, they are very welcome to
School)
arrange a school tour.
Email enquiries@burbage.derbyshire.sch.uk
White Hall visit
On Wednesday 6th February, a group of children from various teams/groups around the
school will be visiting the White Hall Centre for a day of outdoor and adventurous activities.
We hope to extend these opportunities to more children in the future.

‘Top playground’
Over the February half term, ‘No-Mow’
will be installing an area of artificial
grass to join the new decking and stage
areas. Further additions will be made to
this area in the Spring. We are grateful
to the invaluable support of our PTFA for
their support with this development.
Y2 enjoyed a lovely walk to Solomon’s Temple earlier this term.

Mrs. Simmon

Mrs. Simmon (Y3/4 teacher) is due to commence her maternity leave in April
2019. Miss Elizabeth Selvey will be assuming responsibility for Mrs
Simmon’s teaching commitments and will be spending time in school over
the forthcoming weeks to get to know the staff and children.
Y2 visitor. Y2 had an unexpected visitor earlier this term, when
a mischievous bear left a dreadful mess in their building (and left
a half-eaten honey sandwich outside!). Luckily, the team were
quickly able to rectify the rooms and the children produced some
excellent writing!
Ms. Ling
Our Deputy Headteacher, Ms. Ling, has announced her intention to
take early retirement at the end of this academic year after a 35 year
teaching career. I am sure you will all wish to join us in thanking Ms.
Ling for her wonderful service to Burbage Primary School and in
wishing all the very best with her plans for retirement.
ADVERSE WEATHER
Thank you for your support and understanding
with the recent wintry weather. We hope you

were able to have some fun in the snow! As
explained in the letter dated 31.01.19, we aim to
keep school open but may be forced to close due
to staffing issues or site safety. We endeavour to
communicate any closure messages as early as
possible to enable alternative arrangements to be
made.

Dates for diaries (Spring term 2019)
Tuesday 5th February 2019, 9am

Y3/4 Brass Performances

Wednesday 6th February 2019, 9am

Class Assembly (Mrs Bailey, Year 1)

Wednesday 6th February 2019

Group day visit to the White Hall Centre

Thursday 7th February 2019

Y6 Victorian Toy Workshop

Thursday 7th February 2019

Mini Basketball tournament

Friday 8th February 2019

Y5 Victorian Toy Workshop

Monday 11th February 2019

EYFS Wildlife Workshop

Monday 11th February 2019

Y3/4 Roman Day

Wednesday 13th February 2019, 9am

Class Assembly (Mrs Lomas/Mrs Shaw, Year 1)

Wednesday 13th February 2019

Teaching Learning and Assessment Governors’ meeting

Thursday 14th February 2019, 9am

Class Assembly (Mr Newton, Year 6) REARRANGED (Snow)

Thursday 14th February 2019

Parents’ Evening appointments & Assessment data released

Thursday 14th February 2019

Last day of Spring term 1

Friday 15th February 2019

INSET day (School closed to pupils)

Monday 25th February 2019

First day of Spring term 2

Wednesday 27th February 2019

Y5/6 visit Quarry Bank Mill

Wednesday 27th February 2019

Resource Management Governors’ meeting

Tuesday 5th March 2019

Parents’ evening 1

Thursday 7th March 2019

WORLD BOOK DAY

Thursday 7th March 2019

Parents’ evening 2

Thursday 7th March 2019, 2:30pm

Parent Zone assembly

Wednesday 13th March 2019

Full Governing Body meeting

Friday 15th March 2019

COMIC RELIEF

Monday 18th March 2019

KS2 Dance Festival

Wednesday 20th March 2019, 9am

Class Assembly (Mrs Thompson, Year 2)

Tuesday 2nd April 2019, 7:30pm

PTFA AGM

Friday 12th April 2019

Last day of Spring term 2

REMINDER: Children are NOT allowed to wear earrings in school
Please check your child’s hair for head-lice on a regular basis and treat any cases
as soon as possible. There have been a number of cases in school recently.
Assessment Update
A data sheet will be shared with parents and carers on February 14th 2019 Parents’
Evenings are scheduled for the second week after the half-term break where
teachers will be able to share specific information regarding individual children’s
progress and attainment.

