Building confidence; inspiring achievement

BURBAGE NEWS
Headteacher’s Letter No. 7

We are nearing the mid-point of the school year and Spring
weather(!) may be on the horizon…
Please find the latest updates included in this month’s newsletter
and, as ever, if you have a query or any concerns, please speak to a
member of staff as soon as you are able. We will always do our
best to help.
Mr A Tierney, Head teacher.
Ofsted update
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Ofsted update

Some of you may be aware of recent changes to the way Ofsted (Office for Standards in
Education) inspect schools. Our school was previously subject to an Ofsted inspection in July
2014. Schools are currently judged by Ofsted to be either: ‘inadequate’; ‘require
improvement’; ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’. The judgement in 2014 was that Burbage was a ‘good’
school.
Under the current framework, we may be subject to another inspection at any time and will
be informed the day before a visit. It is highly likely that the next inspection will not result in
any formal change of judgement for the school but that we will receive a letter to confirm our
strengths and areas for further development with another visit scheduled in the future. Our
self-evaluation (as confirmed by the Local Authority) indicates that we are a strongly ‘good’
school with significant areas of ‘outstanding’ practice. We will continue to put the best
interests of the children at the heart of everything we do as we build on the outstanding
practice at Burbage.
ALLERGIES

Please note: we have a number of children with allergies in our school. Some of these
allergies may trigger an anaphylactic reaction, requiring urgent medical attention. We ask all
parents and carers to ensure that no nut or nut-based products are brought into school in any
form. This includes packed lunches and end of school treats. We also have a child with a
severe allergy to sesame - please take care to check any contents of food sent into school.
Many thanks
PLEASE: NO NUTS, NUT-BASED PRODUCTS OR SESAME-BASED PRODUCTS IN SCHOOL.

Punctuality
Registration for school is at 8:50am. Children should therefore be on site at this time unless there are
unavoidable circumstances. The start of the school day is important as children get settled into their
routines and into learning. Children who arrive once other pupils are in class can take longer to settle.
Children who arrive once registration closes are required to sign in at the school office and provide a
reason for their lateness. Some reasons or a lack of reason will result in an ‘unauthorised late mark’.
Absences
If your child is ill or unable to attend school for another reason, please inform the school office as soon
as you are able on each day of absence. This helps us to ensure we have accounted for all children
and avoids office staff spending time contacting parents for confirmation of absence. Thank you.
World Book Day
World Book Day is on Thursday 1st March this year. Children (and adults!) are
welcome to come to school dressed as their favourite book character. There will
be a variety of book-based activities on offer during the day.
Behaviour system reminders.
We are very proud of the behaviour of the children at our school. We aim to ensure positive behaviour
is recognised and rewarded but from time to time, we need to apply sanctions for inappropriate
behaviour. Following a verbal reminder, a child may be given a formal warning (‘yellow card’);
occasionally this may lead to a second ‘yellow card’ and a small sanction (e.g. missing some breaktime). Rarely, a ‘red card’ is given with further sanctions and at this stage parents must be informed.
Staff do not contact parents as a matter of course when yellow cards are issued but may do so if they
feel it is necessary or useful. If you are ever concerned about a sanction applied to your child, please
feel able to contact the relevant class teacher for clarification.
Grounds update.
We are developing some exciting plans for our ‘top playground’ and a meeting will be held later in the
week to share specific ideas and designs. We are also liaising with Derbyshire County Council to
ensure all plans are compliant with the necessary regulations but we hope to ‘see some progress’
soon - thank you to everyone who has expressed an interest in these developments.
Admissions
We currently have spaces in our Reception and Year 1
cohorts. If you are aware of anyone who is looking for
a school place in these years, they are very welcome to
arrange a school tour.

Contact details
Telephone 01298 22278 Twitter @BurbagePrimary
Facebook (Burbage Primary School)
Email enquiries@burbage.derbyshire.sch.uk

Please look out for ‘Purple Mash’ logins, coming home this week
with references to Online Safety resources...

Playground leaders
An eager team of Year 5 children were recently trained by the
High Peak School Sports Partnership team to be Playground
Leaders. The children, and a team of midday supervisors,
spent the afternoon learning about playground leadership and
gained ideas for lunchtime games. We are now putting
together a rota and the new games will be seen on the
playground soon. The team was praised for the listening skills,
teamwork and enthusiasm - well done to everyone involved.
A ‘paws’ for thought...
Year 2 children were very excited recently when, as they returned
from assembly, there were signs that a very naughty BEAR had visited their classroom! As a result of this excitement, they produced
some wonderful pieces of writing—soon to be on display in
school. The investigation into the alleged offence continues...
EYFS helmets. If anyone has a spare scooter / cycle
helmet in good condition which they would like to
donate to EYFS, please see a member of the team.
Congratulations to Alice Tolley who won a silver medal in the
U13 girls 800m at the Northern Indoor Athletics Championships
held at the English Institute of Sport in Sheffield, in a new PB
time of 2 minutes 31.7 seconds. This makes Alice the 3rd
fastest girl in the UK over this distance indoors in the 2017-2018
indoor season!

Curriculum Development
Following an extensive review of our curriculum, we will soon publish our Long Term Planning documents on
our website for the benefit of parents and carers. This will enable parents and carers to gain a knowledge of
curriculum themes and topics before they are delivered in school and to consider how they may support and
enrich their child’s experiences beyond the school day. It will also provide an opportunity for anyone with
relevant experience or contacts to offer their support to our curriculum if they wish. If you have any expertise
which you are willing to share, please contact the appropriate team leader. The documents will be on our
website prior to the start of next half term.
Team leaders: EYFS: Mrs. Peters; KS1: Mrs. S.Bailey; lower KS2: Ms. Ling; upper KS2: Mrs. Leighton.

Dates for diaries (Spring term 2018)
w/c 5th February

eSafety week

Tuesday 6th February

Science club visit to Buxton Junior School

Tuesday 6th February

Mini Basketball competition

Wednesday 7th February

Class Assembly (Y1 Mrs Lomas / Mrs Shaw)

Thursday 8th February

3:30pm Grounds development meeting

Wednesday 14th February

Class Assembly (Y1 Mrs Bailey)

Friday 16th February

Assessment data sheet home to parents & carers

Friday 16th February

School closes for half term

Monday 26th February

School reopens after half term

Tuesday 27th February

Sports-hall Athletics (Y5/6)

Wednesday 28th February

Resource Management Committee meeting (governors)

Thursday 1st March

World Book Day

Friday 2nd March

Rock N Roll bingo (PTFA) at The Duke

Tuesday 6th March

High 5 Netball

Tuesday 6th March

Parents’ Evening 1

Wednesday 7th March

Severn Trent Water Awareness assembly

Wednesday 7th March

Teaching Learning and Assessment Committee meeting
(governors)

Thursday 8th March

Parents’ Evening 2

Friday 9th March

Mothers’ Day Gift Exchange (PTFA)

Friday 9th March

Infant / Junior Disco (PTFA)

Wednesday 14th March

Class Assembly (Y2, Mrs Thompson)

Wednesday 14th March

Full Governing Body meeting

Friday 23rd March

Sport Relief

Friday 23rd March

Last day of Spring term (non-uniform)

Monday 9th April

First day of Summer term

Wednesday 11th April

PTFA AGM

Please check your child’s hair for head-lice on a regular basis and treat any cases
as soon as possible. There have been a number of cases in school recently.
Assessment Update
A data sheet will be shared with parents and carers on Friday 16th February 2018.
Parents’ Evenings are scheduled for the second week after the half-term break
where teachers will be able to share specific information regarding individual
children’s progress and attainment.

