Building confidence; inspiring achievement

BURBAGE NEWS
Headteacher’s Letter No. 6

Happy New Year and welcome to a new school term.
I hope you have all enjoyed a lovely festive break and are ready
for the excitement and challenges of 2017. We are all looking
forward to working with you and your children as we continue to
build on our school improvement. Please read the information
in this newsletter carefully and feel free to ask any member of
staff if you require further clarification.
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Christmas events

Thank you to all members of our school community for making the Christmas events a
success and for getting us all in the festive spirit.
Well over 100 Christmas Hampers were delivered to Buxton people shortly before Christmas
thanks to the efforts of our school community. You may have seen the lovely article in the
Buxton Advertiser.
The Infant Nativity was performed superbly by the children and was well attended by parents
and families. Thank you to parents and staff for supporting the children so well with these
performances.
Our Choir, led by Mrs Shaw, sang at the school gates to entertain parents at collection time
and also visited elderly residents of local homes to sing Christmas Carols. As ever, their
efforts were very well received. Thank you to all involved.
Our PTFA organised a great Film Night for our junior children—the children enjoyed watching
‘Elf’ whilst eating popcorn in their onesies!
Please check your child’s hair for head-lice on a regular basis and treat any cases
as soon as possible. There have been a number of cases in school recently. There
has also been one reported case of glandular fever in school recently.

White Hall Residential Visit
Our Year 6 children enjoyed a wonderful week at the White Hall Outdoor Centre in December. Several
photographs of the visit are included below and the children participated in a wide range of outdoor and
adventurous activities, including abseiling, climbing, stream-scrambling, caving and orienteering. The
children demonstrated great team-work, courage, perseverance and kindness during their visit and
received a great deal of praise from the White Hall team as well as our own staff.
As you will appreciate, the organisation of a visit of this nature requires a huge amount of work and
commitment from the staff team. I would like to thank all staff and parents who volunteered their time to
support the visit and in particular to Mr Posnett for his leadership and organisation of this great
opportunity for the children.
The White Hall Centre Manager has expressed her pleasure in working with our school by saying ‘all the
staff involved in the week have commented on how great it was to work with your school - staff and
children. Everyone found it a real pleasure.’ Thanks are also due to parents for supporting the visit
financially and for supporting the walk to the Centre and collection from the Centre at the end of the
week.
We plan to continue to offer this opportunity to our Year 6 children during the Autumn term - details of
next year’s visit will be shared with Year 5 children in due course.

The zip-wire at White Hall.

The children enjoyed Christmas Dinner.

The ropes course at White Hall.

While the Year 6 children were at White Hall, the Year 5 children enjoyed a visiting climbing wall on
the school site. Again, the children’s behaviour, attitudes and listening skills were highly praised.
Thank you to Mr Newton for organising this opportunity.
Volunteers
If you are interested in volunteering to help in school, please contact Ms. Ling to arrange attendance
at a safeguarding briefing session.
The next session will be held at 2:45pm on Tuesday 10th January 2017

The deadline for applying for Reception places for September 2017 is January 15th 2017. Please pass this
message onto anyone who may be interested in applying for a place at Burbage. Prospective parents are
very welcome to tour the school, or to arrange to speak with Mr Tierney.
Please visit www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions for further information on the application process.

Term Time Absences
Parents are reminded that schools will not authorise term-time holidays unless there are exceptional
circumstances. If you would like to request the authorisation of a term-time absence, please collect
and complete the relevant form from the school office, or from the school website.
A list of absences likely to be authorised is provided on the rear of this form for information. Please
submit any requests for the authorisation of leave for a family holiday in advance of making the booking. Further information is available on the school website.

2017in2017 challenge

Safety week

We are organising a safety
week for the w/b February
undertaking a personal challenge this year to run 2017km during 2017 to raise a target
6th. This will include road
of £2017 for the Intensive Care Unit at Sheffield Children’s Hospital. This is in memory safety and online safety
of my son’s friend who tragically passed away last year aged 13. A number of children sessions. There will be an
have since said that they would like to support this cause. If you would like to take part opportunity for parents to
attend an information
or make a contribution, further details may be found at
session on online safety www.facebook.com/2017in2017 or www.justgiving.com/fundraising/2017kmin2017
further information will be
Any support would be greatly appreciated. Thank you. Anthony Tierney
sent home in due course.
During my new year assembly on January 4th, I mentioned to the children that I am

Collection and Drop Off
Please aim to drop off children at school on time for the start of the school day. The bell rings on the
playground at 8:50am and children should be on site by this time. It is also important that children are
collected on time at the end of the school day. If you are unavoidably delayed, please let the school
office know and we will ensure your child is looked after. Parents are also asked to leave the school
playground promptly at the end of the day as Playdays need to use this area at this time. Many
thanks.
Uniform
Thank you for ensuring children are dressed in full school uniform. Please ensure all children are
in full Burbage uniform unless instructed otherwise. During winter weather, please ensure children
have sufficient warm clothing and footwear in school. Full details of our uniform are available on our website.

Dates for diaries (Spring term 2017)
Monday 9th January

Fire Safety sessions (Y2&Y6)

Wednesday 18th January

Class Assembly (Y5/6 Mrs Leighton)

Thursday 26th January

PTFA meeting (The Duke 7pm)

Wednesday 1st February

Class Assembly (Y1 Mrs Thompson)

Wednesday 1st February

Governors’ Teaching Learning and Assessment Committee

Wednesday 1st February

Mini Basketball competition

Monday 6th February

‘Safety week’

Monday 6th February

Cake Sale (Y3&4) after school in the hall

Friday 10th February

Governors’ School Improvement Committee meeting

Friday 10th February

Last day of Spring 1

Monday 20th February

First day of Spring 2

Wednesday 22nd February

Governors’ Resource Management Committee meeting

Thursday 23rd February

PTFA Quiz Night (9pm The Duke)

Friday 24th February

PTFA Disco: 4:30-5:30pm (Infants)

Friday 24th February

PTFA Disco: 5:45-6:45pm (Juniors)

Wednesday 1st March

Class Assembly (Y2 Mrs Bailey/Blackmore)

Wednesday 1st March

Full Governing Body meeting

Friday 3rd March

Mothers’ Day gift exchange

Friday 3rd March

Bags2school collection

Tuesday 7th March

Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 8th March

PTFA meeting 7:30pm (6 Level Lane)

Wednesday 8th March

Sports hall Athletics - Thomas More School

Thursday 9th March

Parents’ Evening

Saturday 11th March

PTFA 3km run - Pavilion Gardens

Monday 13th March

INSET day

Wednesday 15th March

Class Assembly (Y5/6 Mr Newton)

w/b Monday 20th March

‘Diversity’ Week

Monday 20th March

Y5/6 Cake Sale

Wednesday 29th March

Class Assembly (Y1 Mrs Bailey)

Thursday 6th April

PTFA AGM (The Duke 7:30pm)

Friday 7th April

Easter Egg / Bonnet competition & non-uniform day

Friday 7th April

Last day of Spring term 2

Wednesday 3rd May

Class Assembly (Rec, Miss Gould)

Monday 15th May

Class Photographs

Wednesday 17th May

Class Assembly (Rec, Mrs Peters / Fisher)

Friday 26th May

Last day of Summer term 1

Monday 19th June

INSET day

Wednesday 21st June

Class Assembly (Y3, Mr Corbett)

Wednesday 28th June

Class Assembly (Y2, Mr Posnett)

